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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
03/28/06 has been entered. 

Withdrawal of Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 1-20 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to WO 00/35242 and "Switchable Privacy Glass". Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 



Application/Control Number: 10/068,070 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3635 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

WO 00/35242 in view of "Switchable Privacy Glass". WO 00/35242 discloses the use of 

a window unit (21 ,24,26,27) (similar to those shown in figures 7-1 1 and 12) including a 

window frame (F) defining a perimeter, a window (20,25,28) located within the frame (F) 

perimeter, see attached, and a speaker element (5) disposed within the window unit 

(21 ,24,26,27). WO 00/35242 discloses the basic claimed invention except for window 

explicitly including a display image and except for the window being able to transform 

from transparent to increased opacity. "Switchable Privacy Glass" teaches that it is 

known in the art to not only form a window or glass pane with a display image and 

source, as in the top figure on page 2 of the brochure submitted 7/12/05, but that the 

window or glass pane is also capable of transmission form a transparent state to an 

increase opacity state through the use of liquid crystals and electric current as the 

image display source. Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 

the art at the time the invention was made to provide the window unit of WO 00/35242 

with the transparent/opaque transmittable window/glass pane of "Switchable Privacy 

Glass" in order to control the vision therethrough both during day and night hours. 

Providing a window unit with the ability to be opaque allows sunlight to shine through 

during the day and permits privacy during evening hours without the hassle of curtains, 

blinds, or other assemblies used to cover windows. Regarding claim 2, as seen in 

figure 7, the unit (21 ,27) is a single window. In reference to claim 3, as seen in figure 3, 

the window unit (24) includes a plurality of windows. Regarding claim 4, WO 00/35242, 
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as modified by "Switchable Privacy Glass", teaches that picture images can be 
displayed on the window/glass surface. In reference to claim 5, as seen in figure 8, the 
window unit (24) is a bay unit including a main display (M) and two side windows (S), 
see attached. Regarding claim 6, the speaker unit (5) is disposed in a side window, see 
figures 8 or 1 1 . In reference to claims 7-9, the speaker (5) is disposed in the main 
window (M) and shows at least one side window (S). However, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
due to the fact that the speakers are disposed in one side window that they would also 
be disposed in the other side window. Further, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to select the number 
and position of speakers suitable for the use intended as an obvious matter of design 
choice. For instance, if the window was used inside of a doctor's office, perhaps having 
speakers on all of the windows would allow patients to hear their names being called no 
matter where they sat in the doctor's office. If there was only one speaker locate don a 
side of the window, a person sitting on the opposite thereof could possible have a 
harder time hearing their name being called, as opposed to a person sitting on the same 
side that that speaker is disposed. However, with speakers on all windows sound is 
resonate throughout the waiting space and allows for patients to hear more clearly. 
Regarding claims 10,12 and 13, as shown in figures 7,11 and 12, the window frames (F) 
includes a first pair of opposed frame members being a bottom (B) and a top (T) 
member oriented along a horizontal axis; and a second pair being opposing side (SI) 
members oriented along a vertical axis, see attached, wherein the display image, as 
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can be seen in the attached figure, is disposed in the top frame member. In reference 
to claim 1 1 , although "Switchable Privacy Glass" teaches to position the display image 
source (the electric on/off switch) in the top frame, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that providing the 
display image source in the bottom frame is an obvious reciprocal of providing the 
source in the top frame and is an obvious matter of design choice. For instance, 
perhaps for larger doors the display source image could be disposed in the bottom 
frame because it would be much easier to reach; whereas, providing the display image 
source in the top frame of a window is usually reachable by most. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over WO 
00/35242 in view of "Switchable Privacy Glass". The structure of 
WO 00/35242 discloses a method comprising providing a window frame (F), see 
attached; providing a window within a perimeter of the frame; and disposing a speaker 
element (5) within the window frame (F), see figure 7. WO 00/35242 discloses the 
basic claimed invention except for window explicitly disposing a display image source 
and except for the window being able to transform from transparent to increased 
opacity. "Switchable Privacy Glass" teaches that it is known in the art to not only form a 
window or glass pane with a display image and source, as in the top figure on page 2 of 
the brochure submitted 9/12/02, but that the window or glass pane is also capable of 
transmission form a transparent state to an increase opacity state through the use of 
liquid crystals and electric current as the image display source. Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to provide the window unit of WO 00/35242 with the transparent/opaque transmittable 
window/glass pane of "Switchable Privacy Glass" in order to control the vision 
therethrough both during day and night hours. Providing a window unit with the ability 
to be opaque allows sunlight to shine through during the day and permits privacy during 
evening hours without the hassle of curtains, blinds, or other assemblies used to cover 
windows. 

Claims 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
WO 00/35242 in view of "Switchable Privacy Glass". WO 00/35242 discloses the use of 
a patio door (26,27) (similar to those shown in figures 9 and 10) including a window 
frame (F) defining a perimeter, a window (25) located within the frame (F) perimeter, 
see attached, and a speaker element (5) disposed within the patio door (26,27). 
WO 00/35242 discloses the basic claimed invention except for door explicitly being a 
"patio" door, except for explicitly including a display image and source and except for 
the door window being able to transform from transparent to increased opacity. 
Although WO 00/35242 doe snot explicitly detail that his doors are patio doors, the 
applicant is reminded that the manner in which a device is employed does not 
differentiate the claimed device from a prior art device satisfying the claim limitations. 
Hence, a door is a door no matter how or where it is being used. "Switchable Privacy 
Glass" teaches that it is known in the art to not only form a window or glass pane with a 
display image and source, as in the top figure on page 2 of the brochure submitted 
7/1 2/05, but that the window or glass pane is also capable of transmission form a 
transparent state to an increase opacity state through the use of liquid crystals and 
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electric current as the image display source. Thus, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the window 
unit of WO 00/35242 with the transparent/opaque transmittable window/glass pane of 
"Switchable Privacy Glass" in order to control the vision therethrough both during day 
and night hours. Providing a window unit with the ability to be opaque allows sunlight to 
shine through during the day and permits privacy during evening hours without the 
hassle of curtains, blinds, or other assemblies used to cover windows. Regarding claim 
16, as seen in figure 9, the door (26) is a single door. In reference to claim 17, as seen 
in figure 10, the doors (27) can include a plurality of doors. Although the doors (26) only 
show one window and the doors (27) do not have any windows it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the door with additional windows in within the skill of a worker in the art. In 
reference to claims 18 and 20, as shown in figures 7 and 12, the window frames (F) 
includes a first pair of opposed frame members being a bottom (B) and a top (T) 
member oriented along a horizontal axis; and a second pair being opposing side (SI) 
members oriented along a vertical axis, see attached, wherein the display image, as 
can be seen in the attached figure, is disposed in the top frame member. In reference 
to claim 19, although "Switchable Privacy Glass" teaches to position the display image 
source (the electric on/off switch) in the top frame, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that providing the 
display image source in the bottom frame is an obvious reciprocal of providing the 
source in the top frame and is an obvious matter of design choice. For instance, 
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perhaps for larger doors the display source image could be disposed in the bottom 
frame because it would be much easier to reach; whereas, providing the display image 
source in the top frame of a window is usually reachable by most. 



examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6845. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-27Z4t5op^ 



Conclusion 
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